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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


GEORGE, Earl of Glaſgow. 


MY LORD, 


paid to one of the moſt excellent and 
; extenſive inſtitutions in the world ,—that for 
the Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge in 
: the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, which, 
on various occaſions, you have generouſly 
ſupported by your preſence and munificence, 
muſt be gratefully acknowledged: by all who 
have a real regard for the intereſt of religion 
: and virtue. Tour condeſcending to take the 
Chair, in the character of Premier Steward, 
and preſide at our laſt anniverſary. Meeting, 
in the much regretted abſence of our noble 


9 0 | => and 


* 


(vi 1 | | 


and worthy Preſident, the "Wark Y Kiancal, 


who was prevented by indiſpoſition from be- 
ing in his place, was highly acceptable, and 
gave particular pleaſure to the numerous, and 
very * Ry then m_ 2 


As your Lordſhip was pleaſed to 3 
prove of the Sermon that day preached for 
the benefit of the Society, by ſeconding the 
motion for its publication, and, at the ſame 


time, to permit me to dedicate it to your 


Lordſhip, I have availed myſelf of the honour 
done me; and ne now humbly beg leave to pre- 


ſent it, ſuch as it is, for your Lordſhip s per- 
uſal. —And if it ſhall ſtill be ſo happy as to 
' meet with your approbation,—if it can be of 
the ſmalleſt advantage to the excellent Charity 
therein recommended, —and of any ſervice 
to the cauſe of © pure and undefiled religion, 
which is to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their afliction, and to keep unſpotted from 
the world, 1 4 wan eſteem all 1 my labour and 


vii ) 


| beneficence, which ſo young a Nobleman, as 
the Earl of Glaſgow, has ſet, may be followed 
by his Peers, and all who poſſeſs the honours 


Lordſhip's pious and charitable. labours, of 
love may not only- be rewarded with health 
and long life, with the increaſing virtues, 
honours, and proſperity of your illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, but alſo with immortal glory and endleſs 


- , with and earneſt prayer of, 


MIV LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble, 
and devoted Servant, 
THOMAS RUTLEDGE, 


+ - Prince's SQUARE, 


4 24, 1791+ 


That the laudable example of charity and 


and riches of this world; —and that your 


felicity in the world to come, is the ſincere 
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SERM ON, &. 


1. TIM. vr. 17, 18, 19. 


Cnanοα THEM THAT ARE RICH IN THIS WORLD, | 


THAT THEY BE NOT HIGH-MINDED, NOR TRUST 
IN UNCERTAIN RICHES, BUT IN THE LIVING 
God, WHO GIVETH US RICHLY ALE THINGS TO 
ENJOY !——THAT THEY DO GOOD; THAT THEY BE 


RICH IN GOOD WORKS, READY TO DISTRIBUTE, 


WILLING TO COMMUNICATE ;—LAYING UP IN 
STORE FOR THEMSELVES A GOOD FOUNDATION 


AGAINST THE TIME TO COME, THAT THEY MAY, 


LAY HOLD ON ETERNAL LIFE, 


N all religious aſſemblies, convened for 
| pious ends and uſeful purpoſes, the doc- 
trines there preached ſhould be ſuch as are 
moſt ſuitable to the auditory, and moſt likely 
to anſwer the defign of their meeting, This 
ſeemed to be the opinion and the practice of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, whom we 


Nenne B find 


« 
4» 


> 


145 


fd combating the ſuperſtitions of the learned 


Athenians with the inſcription on their altar, 


and the ſayings of their own poets . When 
before Felix, a moſt unjuſt and intemperate 
Judge, he preached on - righteouſneſs, and 
temperance, and the judgment to come f.— 
And when Timotheus, his beloved ſon in the 
faith, isto preach before the rich and opulent, he 
furniſheth him with the general heads of his 
Sermon, which conſiſts in warning them 
againſt the ſins to which they are more par- 
ticularly expoſed than others; and in exhort- 
ing them to the performance of thoſe duties 
which are eſpecially incumbent upon them. 


Having been appointed to preach the Anni- 
verſary Sermon for the benefit of one of the 
moſt uſeful, the moſt extenſive, and I may 


venture to aſſert, the beſt conducted Charities 
in the world, I have choſen this Charge which 


St. Paul gave to Timothy, as the ground of 
our preſent meditations; judging it no im- 


proper ſubject before an Aﬀembly of wealthy 
Citizens, many of whom, to their great honour 
and reputation, have acquired ample fortunes 
by their honeſt _—_ and — cco- 


» da., x 23. 28. 9 4 Att, xxiv. 2 
| nomy 3 


\ SS - 
nomy 3 s and are always ready to communicate ö 
thereof, with cheerfulneſs, unto others. | 


Doubtleſs there are ſome preſent who can- 
not be claſſed among the rich and the wealthy, 
but who have hearts equally expanded, and de- 


fires no leſs ardent to promote the cauſe of God 


and Religion, with the intereſt and happineſs 
of their fellow-creatures, though not equally 


powerful: Let ſuch remember that the ſu- 
' preme Lord of heaven and earth exacts no 


more of his ſervants, than he enables them to 


perform; and makes them accountable only 
for the talents intruſted to their care. Two 


| mites from a cheerful giver, are as acceptable 


in the ſight of heaven, as the large and 


fplendid offerings of the great and wealthy. 11 


In the words of our text we have—FIRST, 


Timothy s duty, as a miniſter of the goſpel, 
pointed out unto him, namely, © to charge.” — 
| SEcoNnDLY, the perſons whom he is to charge, 
viz, © them that are rich in this world.” — 
 TrirDLY, we have the particulars of the 
charge, which are, not to be high-minded, 
nor truſt in uncertain riches ; but in the living 


God, who giveth us ay all things to 
enjoy :” And then we have an exhortation 
Ig | 3 16 50 


+ Saw 3 k 


E453 

to imitate God in his bounty and liberality, 
by doing good, by communicating to the ne- 
ceſſities of our poorer brethren, copiouſly, rea- 
dily, and without grudging ; from this conſi- 
deration, That what is thus given is not loſt; 
but, like the ſcattering of ſeed, is laid out "a 
a harveſt of increaſe; and laid up in ſtore 
for our benefit - againſt the time to come.” 


1 We have Timothy' 8 duty, as a miniſter 
of the goſpel, pointed qut in the words of the 
text.—He is to © charge them that are rich 
in this world.” He doth not ſay, Flatter the 
great, fawn upon the rich and powerful, hu- 
mour and pleaſe them. No; that would have 
been below the dignity, and againſt the ho- 
nour of his office: but he giveth him the 
ſame power towards them, which he uſeth 
towards him, Charge them that are rich ;— 
theſe things command and teach.” —The Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament are, no doubt, 


the ſervants of the Church, as the Prieſts and 


Levites under the Law were, who © ſerved 
the Lord and his people Iſrael*.” The Apoſtles 
looked upon themſelves in that light, as one of 
them thus declareth, © Ourſelves your ſer- 
vants for N ſake t.”—Yea the Son of God 


wo] 2 7 4k; Dos iv. 5. 
| himſelf, 


— 
S 


f 
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1 

himſelf, whom angels and archangels worſhip 
and adore, took upon him the form of a 
ſervant “; and © came not to be miniſtered 
unto, but to miniſter f.“ —Servants we then 
are, and ought with lowlineſs, with meekneſs 
and condeſcenſion, to ſtoop to men of the 
meaneſt rank, in order to advance their true 
and laſting happineſs. But we are ſervants 
to men's /ou/s, not to their 201; much leſs 
to their ſinful paſſions : ſuch Kral as muſt 
give an account to a higher Lord, who gave us 
authority and power, as well as miniſtry and 
ſervice: therefore, in delivering his meſſage, 
we muſt not be ſo much the ſervants of men 
as to mutilate, or withhold, any part of our 
commiſſion, or make his Holy Spirit bend to 
the wills, 18d comply with the luſts, of the 

unregenerate. 
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There is a ſtrength * energy, as well as 
. in the word of God, when accom- 
panied with the Divine Spirit, which no earthly 
power, wealth, or greatneſs, can withſtand. It 
is able to break the rocks aſunder, to tear up 
the cedars, and to pull down the ſtrongeſt 

holds of fin in the human heart.—lt can filence 
the moſt ſelf-conceited Phariſee, make a Felix Ye 


* Philip. ii. 7· + Matt. xx/%. ; b 
trem * 


* 
tremble, and ſtrike an Herod with awe. It can 
fling a ſtone into the conſcience of the ſtouteſt 
finner, .cauſing it to fall, like Goliath, to the 
ground. It can- ſo alarm a man with the 
terrours of the law, and a fear of divine wrath, 
as to make him go weeping and mourning, 
as in ſackcloth and aſhes, all his life og.” 


II. Having briefly conſidered it as Timothy 5 
duty, and as the duty of every miniſter of 
the goſpel, to charge and exhort all men in 
| general, —I ſhall-proceed to conſider that claſs 
of men particularly mentioned in the. text— 
JH Charge, them that are rich in this world.” 


Ante the Apoſtle doth not condemn, nor 
even cenſure, men for being rich; nor doth he. 
forbid them to acquire opulence by every 
honeſt and lawful mean; as if chriſtian per- 
fection conſiſtetl in a voluntary poverty. 

| wo denounced againſt the rich, . to 
mmoſe only ho truſt in riches; * „make 
gold their hope, and ſay to the fine gold, 
Thou art my confidence! who receive 
all their d 7 in this world, and, like 
X the you g man in-the Goſpel, are unwilling 


7 


to give u err great riches for the _ of 


27 x 
That a man may be rich and good, is by 
no means inconſiſtent, though it but too 
ſeldom happens. , Wealth and power are the 
gifts of God; and great bleſſings, when uſed 
_ aright. 
Abraham, as well as a poor Lazarus. And it 
hath often pleaſed Infinite Wiſdom, in times of 
perſecution and danger, to raiſe up a Joſeph of 


Arimathea, a Sergius Paulus, and a Pudens, 


to cheriſh and aſſiſt his ſaints. We read of 
: Chriſt's ſervants and followers i in the family 
of Narciſſus, who in the days of Claudius 
.C#far was ſaid to be worth ten milligns of 


7 4 pounds ſterling : yea, even in Cæſar's houſe- 
hold, where it was leaſt to be expected, ſaints 


were found. Therefore, in place of devoting 
5 ourſelves to wilful poverty, we are to endea- 


vour by care and induſtry to increaſe our 
wealth and out ward eſtate. At the ſame time, 


whether in penury or. plenty, we muſt learn to 


be content; and not reſolve and determine : 
that at all events we will be rich. — For 
obtaining celeſtial riches we may reſolvẽ 


to do all things, and to ſuffer all things: but 
in acquiring the periſhing treaſures of this 
world, which are not in, themſelves abſolutely 
good, | nor a great ſhare of them really 1 neceſ- 
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fary to man's happineſs, we are not to waſte our 
time and talents, leſt we ſhould finally have 
reaſon to complain, in bitterneſs of ſoul, that 
we have ſpent our ſtrength for nought. Cyrus 
told Crcefus, that he was more rich in poſſeſſing 
the hearts of his people, than in his ex- 
chequer *. And many are richer in a ſmall 
and narrow eſtate, with the bleſſing of God, 
than others with the greateſt affluence and 
ſplendour. As a man may be rich in bonds 
who. hath but little ready money in his hand, 
ſo a Chriſtian may be rich in ſure and precious 
promiſes, who is but poor in his earthly poſ- 
ſeſſions. But when God is pleaſed to give 
_ riches, as the reward of our honeft induſtry, 
we may enjoy them with a fafe conſcience, ſo 


long as we are careful to honour him therewith, 


and while they prove not a ſnare unto our 
ſouls, by withdrawing our heart and af- 
fections from en and the h that are 
above. | 


What portion of wealth conflitites a rich 
man, is hard to determine. We read of the 
vaſt riches of Crœſus, of Narciſſus, of Len- 
tulus and others; of the ſhameful prodigality 
of Cleopatra, who diſſolved and drank in one 


#. Xenophon. Cyropæd lib. viii. 


| draught 


{( 9 1 - 
draught, a pearl worth upwards of ſeventy- 


eight thouſand pounds; of Lollia Paulina alſo, 
whoſe ornaments coſt three hundred thouſand 


pounds and upwards ; and of Publius Clodius, 
who dwelt in a houſe which coſt him more 


than one hundred and fourteen thouſand. But 
there is no given quantity that entitles a perſon 


to the denomination. of a rich man. According 
to the Apoſtle, he is certainly rich who hath 
ſufficient for his calling, who hath plenty to 
ſupport himſelf and family in that ſphere of 
life in which it hath: pleaſed Providence to 
place him, with what is neceſſary, decent, 
and liberal; and when his eſtate, or income, 
is fully adequate to his expences, and equal 
to his deſires. 


But let a man's es hs ever ſo great, and 


his treaſures ever ſo abundant, yet they can 
only enrich him during the few years of his 
_ earthly exiſtence. © His glory ſhall not de- 
ſcend after him ,“ into the dark cells of cor- 


ruption; but naked as he came into the world, "A 
ſo muſt he go out of it. He can carry 

2 * hence: nor ſhall his houſe or lands 
now bim any more for ever. —All the 
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„ 
diſtinction that riches make among men, is 
only during the little time they are paſſing 
acroſs the iſthmus of mortality: when that is 
over, they are all alike; and there is no dif. 
ference betwixt the aſhes of a Dives and thoſe 
of a Lazarus. 25 


And to convince us that there is no real 
intrinſic worth: in worldly riches, they are given 
to the wicked as well as to the righteous. A 
Nabal and a Doeg may poſſeſs them as fre- 
quently : as an Abraham and a David. Nay, 
the moſt baſe and infamous of mankind have 
often the largeſt portion. Yet he who hath 
them in the greateſt abundance cannot ſay, 
That they have made him a perfectly happy 
man. Beſides, this world's wealth is very 
| fir mited in its uſe ; like a candle, it is neceſſary 
In the night, but uſeleſs in the day. 3 


Since hw it 5 is certain that A than” 8 . 
will not follow him into the other world, and 
as. certain that his works will, ſurely it would 
be our true wiſdom to labour more aſſiduouſſy 
for thoſe durable riches, of which death cannot 
rob us, and which will follow us beyond the 
grave. " ſhould we with all our might 


1 
* — 4 
, i { p ; l 
f a K 3 N C - voub 
. 


( 1 ) 
to make © the fear of the Lord our treaſure,” 
to be © rich towards God ;” to “lay up trea- 


ſure in heaven, and to buy of Chriſt gold 


tried in the fire, that we may be rich; and 
White raiment, that we may be clotbed. 9, 
Theſe riches being from heaven are returny 
able thither ; and will there paſs current for 


_ celeſtial merchandiſe. —To be rich in faith, 


in wiſdom and knowledge, will be of ſingular 


ſervice unto us when the world bath forciken 


us. Graces, like the fiery chariot of Elijab, 
are. the vehicles which tranſlate Believers 1 into 


the kingdom of glory. They are the durable 
- xiches: which neither ce moth nor ruſt do oth 


corrupt, nor. thieves ſteal away.“ And, yet, 
dotwithſtanding their immenſe. value and per- 


| manent duration, how Lothful and negligent 


are the generality of men in acquiring them! 


| B/ our words we give the preference to the 
celeſtial treaſures: but does our practice agree 
* with our profeſſion? Are we. more vigilant 
and active to poſſeſs the heavenly, than the 


earhly riches? Or are we but equally fo 2— 


5 9 to God we were even equally anxious 
i $ 


ne 5; about to. fall into- his mouth, | No; he hu 
C2 riſeth 


n the one as the, other on will fee 
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( 1 ) 
riſeth early, ſitteth up late, and eateth the 
bread of carefulneſs : —he preſſes on, —he 
ſweats,—he toils day and night, —ſpends his 
time, —employs his talents, —exhauſts his 
ſtrength,—and runs every riſk to accumu- 
late wealth, whilſt he flies through fire and 
water to eſcape from poverty !—But as for the 
durable riches of eternity, for which Chriſt 
exhorts us to labour and ftrive ; and for 
which Solomon bids us ſearch and dig as for 
hid treaſures, how few are there who, by the 
meaſure of their diligence, evidence the truth 
of their profeſſion !—Alas ! my brethren, too 
many are to be found willing to ſell heaven 
for earth, and their God for gold; to worſhip 
and careſs the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, 
whilſt they leave grace and glory, holineſs 
and peace, Chriſt and falvation, undervalued, 
neg leded, and deſpiſed! Beware, Chriſtians, 
ö 2 * of this dreadful infatuation, and con- 
der the things that belong unto your peace, 
ere they, be for ever hid from your eyes. Seck to 
. 5 a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and 

city that Hath foundations. Empires and 

_ crowns may fall ; ſuch ſtorms may ariſe as 

will tear up the cellars of Lebanon, and break 

In pieces the oaks of Baſnan; : as will level 
| * 


4 W 1 


ſtately towers and gorgeous palaces with the 


duſt. Treaſures of darkneſs, and the hidden 
riches of ſecret places, may be ſearched out 
and carried away; but the Righteous ſhall 
'never be moved, nor ſhall he be afraid of 
evil tidings: for © the name of the Lord is to 
him a ſtrong tower“, in which he ſhall be 
kept ſafe, and in perfect peace. No enemy 
ſhall dare to approach his fortreſs, or moleſt his 
' tranquillity ; © for the Lord Jehoyab, in whom 
is everlaſting ſtrength , is his ſhield, his 
3 and his defence. | 

Wiking ſaid ſo 25 concerning the — 
of the Apoſtle's Charge to a gt" 
Mall next proceed, 


II. To conſider the 1 of that 
| Charge ; ; the firſt of which is, That they 
be not high-minded. „This implies, that 
there is ſomething in riches, when joined with 
our natural corruption, which hath a tend- 
ency to elevate a man's mind above its proper 
region.— The Jewiſh Legiſlator, aware of this, 
particularly cautions the people of Iſrael to be 
upon their guard againſt the deceitfulneſs of 
riches. © Beware, faith he, © leſt when thou 
haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly 
* Prov. xXvui. 10. I I. xavi 4. 
| houſes 
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Ch 
houſes and dwelt therein; and when thy herds 
and thy flocks multiply, and thy ſilver and 
thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
haſt is multiplied ; then thine heart be lift- 
ed up, and thou forget the Lord thy Gad *,” 
Indeed, nothing is more common than, for 
men, baſking in the ſun-ſhine of proſperity, 
to forget both God and themſelves. Although 
their riches can add nothing to their dignity of 
mind, neither bring them nearer to heaven, 
nor keep them farther from hell, yet they 
think more of themſelves. on their account; 
they walk more ſtately, look with more ſcorn 
und diſdain. on others, and keep at a greater 
diſtance from them, as unfit for their ſociety. 
From their appearance and behaviour you 
would imagine that ſuch perſons were not 
only richer, but really a ſuperior order of 
beings. —Put money into a bag, whether of 
filk, of leather, or canvas, and the bag ſtill re- 
mains the ſame ; but put money into a man's 
heart, and he is quite changed.” From nothing 
** becomes à man of conſequence; he is 
t in his own eyes, and lofty in his own 
thoughts he ſees things through a medium 
very different from that in which he formerly 
beheld chem; ; arid as he riſes in ſelf-eſtimation, 


be Deut viii. 12, 13, I4. 


ſo 


( if } 
ſo de. views others in a meaner and more 
* ue * A 


But hy ſhould this be the caſe; After all 
by is {till but a man; and perhaps a worſe 
man than before. What reaſon can a rich 
man have to be high- minded? for, as already 
hinted, riches cannot ennoble a man's mind, 
or put any real value upon him which he 
had not before. Righteouſneſs, being of ce- 
leſtial origin, can raiſe and exalt ; but mere 
earthly things rather depreſs than elevate the 
| foul: and a poor Believer may be richer in 
the poſſeſſion of one goſpel-promiſe, and hap- 
pier with one text of Scripture laid up in his 
heart, than a Nabal, or a Doeg, with flocks 
and herds upon a thouſand hills, 


| Beſides, rich men are only Stewards of . 
what they poſſeſs, and muſt be accountable 


for the uſe they make of it: wherefore, 
then, ſhould they be high- minded! ?—* The 
earth 1s the Lord's, "2 the fulneſs thereof. 8 
He is the ſupreme Proprietor: we are all 
but tenants at will, and treaſurers unto him; 
therefore, whatever we receive from him, is 


to be laid out for his ſervice and honour, not 
for our ſinful purpoſes, —If- God hath made 


* men 
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men rich, and placed them in exalted ſtations, 
they ought to think that he hath already done 
enough for them in that reſpect, and, conſe- 
quently, ſhould be the moſt humble and lowly 
m their own eyes. Humility is not only an 
ornament, but a protection againſt many 
temptations. Humility is alſo conducive to 
fruitfulneſs, and fruitfulneſs to humility. The 
more loaded with fruit the branches of a 
tree are, the more they will bend and hang 
downward.—Yea, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
poſſeſſed all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, of grace and glory, propoſed him- 
felf as an example unto us in nothing more 
than in meekneſs and humility. And what 
compariſon is there between the richeſt man on | 
earth and the Sovereign of all worlds ?—When 
the eternal Son of the Higheſt, © who thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God“, 
humbled and emptied himſelf, and „ 
a man of no reputation, poor, deſpiſed and 
rejected of men, what is there, what can there 
be, in frail, ſinful duſt and aſhes, to make a 
man proud? a 


15 Add to all this, That rich men x walk amidſt 
more dangers, and are 2 to more 
: 283 5 99 * Philip. ü. . 


temptations 
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temptations and ſnares than other men. 
Riches are the materials which excite and 
foment luſt ; which invite to ſinful pleaſures ; 
which beget love for the world, ſelf-importance, 
and contempt of others. As a full diet re- 
quires more ſtrength of nature to digeſt it, 
ſo a large eſtate requires a ſuperior degree of 
wiſdom and grace to order it aright. A rich 
man hath therefore great need to be cautious : 


and the briſker the gales of proſperity, the ® 
fewer ſails ſhould he hoiſt, leſt he run upon 


ſome of the many rocks and ſhelves that ſur- 
round him. The more opulence God beſtows 
upon a man, the more work he gives him to- 
do; and yet, we commonly ſee pride and 
idleneſs go together. What a pity it is, eſpe- 
cially in Chriſtians, whoſe work and pro- 

feſſion, above all others, will not ſuffer them 
to be ſlothful and vain-glorious ! 


/ 


But wherefore ſhould I, or any man, de- 
ſpiſe, or overlook, a poor brother for a little 
difference in our worldly ſubſtance? Are we 


not all from the ſame ſtock? And have not 


we all the ſame Lord, the ſame faith and hope, 
with the ſame common falvation ? One ſun. 


enlightens the rich and poor; one air refreſhes 
| D | both ; 
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(1 
both ; one blood hath redeemed both ; and 
one heaven will receive both. —If we are 


» -& a cas S 


riches alone make ſuch a diſtinction Why 
ſhould. I diſdain one on earth, whom God wil 
perhap sexalt above me in heaven 2 If he has 
leſs of the world, he has poſſibly more of 
Chriſt. Does it then become me to treat 
With contempt a poor brother, for whom the 
Son of God ſhed his blood, whom he now 
adorns with his graces, and inhabits by his 
ſpirit? No, verily.—Thus we ſee that a rich 
man hath no reaſon to be high-minded be- 
cauſe of his riches. 


But if he once comes to value himſelf 
on their account, he will ſtill go farther ; 
and at length come to make them his Idol 
and his Truſt. — To prevent this, Timothy 
muſt give rich men a ſecond charge, namely, 
that they truſt not in uncertain riches.” 

That ſach men are apt to put confidence in 
their wealth, is manifeſt from the conduct of 
the Edomite, wha © made not God his 
ſtrength, but truſted in the abundance of his 
| riches! Solomon tells us, that © the rich 


* Plalm i. 7. : 
man's 


( 193 | 
man's wealth is his ſtrong city, and as an high 
wall in his own conceit *.” The fool, in the 
Goſpel, promiſed himſelf much eaſe, with many 
years to eat, to drink, and be merry: and all 
from a confidence in his riches. Yea, how 
many are to be ſeeg daily, who take a licence 
from their opulence to commit acts of violence 
and oppreſſion; to indulge themſelves in 
cruelty, luxury, and profanity ; ; leaning upon 

their wickedneſs, while they fall from God! 
< And all this, becauſe they think their 
riches will prove their advocate, and varniſh 


wiTK 


over their crimes. 
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What wiſe man, what perſon endowed 
with reflection, would put his truſt in things 
that have no ſtability nor permanency in them? 
- for riches certainly make themſelves wings,. 
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] ey fly away as an eagle towards heaven F.“ 

| — wg them; but next moment they 
are gone! All things on earth are ſubje& to 
viciſh tudes. Like Bellifarius, we may com- 
mand the one day, and be a poor beggar the 
next. Riches are no more ſtable and perma- 
nent than the leaves of a tree; beautiful and 


4 + nA ct ws 


. * xvii. 11. + Prov. xxiii, 5. : 
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verdant for a ſeaſon; but when wintry blaſts 
ariſe, 1. fall off and are withered. 


Nor are riches leſs FRIES in their 3 iſes 
and pretences than uncertain in their duration. 
They promiſe great happineſs, but often bring 
little or none: and in caſes of the greateſt 
extremity are of no ſervice whatever. — 
What would the rich man, whoſe lungs 
are waſted away, whoſe liver is dried up, 
who is racked and tormented with the ſtone, 
give to be eaſed and cured of thoſe dreadful 
maladies? If the ſtones of the ſtately man- 
ſion he inhabits were diamonds, he would 
part with them all to be delivered from dan- 
ger and pain. When death comes to com- 
mand us hence, what crowns or kingdoms 
can ranſom us from his power? When con- 
ſcience ſtings and pierces our ſouls, when the 
arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in us, and 
we are haſtening to his dread tribunal, to re- 
ceive our final doom, is it then in the power 
of wealth to deliver? No. We are then 
convinced of its vanity and inability to help, 
to relieve, and render us happy. Lea, even 
now, many men's riches, like Iſrael's quails, 
promiſe meat, but bring a curſe. They are 

99-0 9 like 
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like Belſhazzar's feaſt, luxuries upon the 
table, with a hand-writing upon the wall: 
The enjoyments they furniſh are often like 
queen Eſther's banquet unto Haman, dainties 


ſweet to the taſte, but followed by death. 


Little reaſon indeed have men to truſt in ſuch 
falſe and uncertain things, which not only lie 
and deceive, but, like a broken reed, run into 
the hand of him that leaneth thereon, and 
are © kept for the owners thereof unto their 
hurt... | 


If worldly riches are really of ſo ſmall value 


in themſelves, and can give ſo little happineſs 


to their poſſeſſors; how fooliſh are men to la- 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not, and ſpend. 
the precious time given them for acquiring: 
the treaſures of eternity, in purſuing after that 


which they may never attain, or if attained, 
will vaniſh in the uſing ! 


That men may know where true felicity is. 
to be found, the Apoſtle, in the next part of 


his charge, enjoins them, in. place of truſting 
in uncertain riches, to“ truſt in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to 


* Eccleſ, v. 13. 3 
; enjoy. 
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( 53 } 
enjoy. „Les, my brethren,” it is God, and 
He only, who can repleniſh the ſoul with every 
good thing: He alone can help and comfort 
us in our extremities: He only is the Faith- 
Jill and the True, the High and the Holy One, 
whoſe © promiſes are all yea, and amen *;” 
and therefore the ſole object of our truſt and 
confidence. There is no attribute of the God- 
head on which the ſoul! may not rely. If we 
truſt to his Eternity, we ſhall find him the 
never- failing Rock of ages.—If we depend on 
his Omnipotence, he will ſuffer nothing to 
befal” us that will hurt our true intereſt, —If 
we truſt to His On ſcience, our hearts will be 
petfectly at eaſe, being perſuaded that he is 
thoroughly acquainted with our wants, and 
Enows exactly every thing of which we are in 
need. And if we confide in his 7 zom, we 
may reſt ſatisfied that all things ſhall verily be 


—_—< a<S + 


well. If we fail not on our part, but endea- 
vour, in the uſe of the means which he hath 
pointed, to do our duty, we may rely on 
bleſſing as to the event. He is not only 
the living God,” but the very fountain of 
e to all who place their confidence in him.— 
bs ag is ot and deſirable, on earth, is 


* 2 Cor. i. 20. 
comprehended 


( 483 } 


comprehended in the word Lyfe. But 
riches can neither give life, nor preſerve it 
' when given, nor reſtore it when taken away, 


If a man's life depended on the abundance of | 


what he poſſeſſes, there would not be. a poor 
man in the world. Riches periſh ; yea, they 
often make their owners periſh: but God 
lives, and makes us live alſo. And if we 
poſſeſs him, we have and hold all things by 
the ſureſt tenure. Thieves may ſteal away our 
gold and rob us of our wealth, but who can 
deprive us of our God: Were a man in poſſeſ- 
ſion of all the gold and gems in the world, he 
would be a wretch, poor, pitiable, and undone, 
without God, whoſe bleſſing alone maketh 


truly rich. It is the work of the Sovereign. 


Benefactor to ſupply us with all the neceſſaries 
and comforts of life; but when we make 


riches the obje& of our truſt, we place them 
on his throne, and transfer his work and 
office unto them.—* Every good and perfect 
gift cometh down from the Father of Lights“; 


butrichescan give nothing. They may, indeed, 


buy; but ſo much of them muſt be given away 
in proportion to the value of the thing we 


purchaſe : whereas, having once got God for 


james, i. 17. 
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our portion, we ſhall never have occaſion to 
exchange him for any thing elſe ; for in poſ- 

ſeſſing him we poſleſs all things. What is 

moſt needful to ſupport us in life, cannot be 

' gotten for gold, nor purchaſed with the fineſt 
filver. All the money in the world cannot 
buy one mouthful of air, nor one ray of light, 
if God withholds it. Without him we are 
nothing, and have nothing; but with him, © all 
things are ours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things preſent, or things to come; all are 
ours: for we are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's “.“ Being thus divinely enriched, we 
ſhall be able to ſay, © I have all, I abound, 1 
am full f.“ ; 4 24 | 


1 ke doth God only PLE but "2 ak 
« richly all things; ſo richly, that the pooreſt 
man in the world is unable to number the 
many. and great mercies he receives from his 
bountiful hand. The earth he treads is a 
mercy ;; the ſun that enlightens his path i Is a 
- mercy ; the air he. breathes; is a mercy ; the 
bread he eats, the water he drinks, the raiment 
that covers him, are all mercies; yea, the 


. Cor. iii. 21, 22 23. | 1 Philip. iv. 18. 
7 Pity, 
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pity, the ſympathy and relief he receives froth 
others are mercies. But for the poor of this 
world to be rich in faith, and heirs of an 
eternal kingdom,—to have the ſame Saviour, 
the ſame divine Comforter, the ſame hope 
and ſalvation ; for a helpleſs, a deſtitute 
Lazarus to have the peaceful boſom of a rich 
Abraham to repoſe in, when all his toils, his 
pains and forrows are ended, is mercy un- 
_ fpeakable!-— This being the caſe, can the pooreſt 
faint on earth deny God the praiſe of being 
rich in mercy ? — Did we but ſeriouſly con- 
ſider what we enjoy, and compare it with what 
we deſerve, we ſhould find no room for mur- 
muring and diſcontent, And if we would 
examine into the principal cauſes of our po- 
verty, we ſhould find that our own idle- 
neſs, imprudence, and want of foreſight were 
none of the ſmalleſt. Were we more dili- 
gent, more provident, and our hearts more 
enlarged towards God in gratitude, his hand, 
and the bowels of others, would be more 
open and enlarged to ſupply our wants, and 

adminiſter to our neceſſities. 


But God not only giveth. us richly 
all things,” but he alſo giveth us a heart to 
| * enjoy 


( 26 ) 
enjoy them. Without this they would afford 
us no pleaſure nor ſatisfaction. For, although 
the world could give the poſſeſſion, yet it can 
by no means give the fruition. It is the bleſſing 
of heaven alone that enricheth without ſor- 
row:—it is the fear of the Lord that taketh 
off the anxiety attending great riches :—that 
enables us to enjoy the fruit of our labours :— 
that maketh us to eat and drink before him 
with a glad heart and a cheerful countenance, 
knowing, that © the joy of the Lord is our 
ſtrength*.” Without a ſenſe of God's fa- 
your, without the divine bleſſing, all the 
wealth, all- the treaſures on earth can give 
us no real delight, nor ſatisfying enjoyment. 


Nor are the rich © in this world” only forbid 

to be high- minded, and to truſt in uncertain 
riches, but they are alſo commanded to imitate 
the Father of mercies in his acts of kindneſs 
and beneficence. Charge them that are rich 
in this world, - that they do good, that they be 
rich in good works.” —He who is infinite in 
wiſdom, and hath a right to diſpoſe of all 
things according to his pleaſure, hath not 
given us riches ſolely for our own benefit, but 


_ * Neh. viii. 10. 


likewiſe 
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likewiſe for the benefit of others. Our waters 
were. not given for us alone to drink, but 
alſo to be diſperſed abroad for the refreſhing 
of our indigent brethren. 


& Good works,” taken in a large and com- 
prehenſive ſenſe, may ſignify All the actions of 
a renewed ſoul, which, by divine aid, he is 
.enabled to perform in conformity to the laws 
of God.—Or, taking good works in a more 
limited and reſtricted ſenſe, they ſignify Acts 
of mercy, of charity, and beneficence.—Thus 
Tabitha is faid to have been. © full of good 


Works, and alms deeds *.” The words of our 


text, taken in this reſtricted ſenſe, may ſerve 
for a direction to rich men, reſpecting the 
proper uſe of their riches ; which they are to 
employ in doing good to their fellow-ſervants - 
in inferior ſtations. Man was not made for 
himſelf alone, but to glorify God and ſerve 
his generation: and when his Creator fur- 
niſheth him with materials and means for pro- 
moting the publick good, he expects that they 
ſhould be uſed accordingly. Rich men have 
their wealth, as the ſun hath his light, and the 
fire its heat, to communicate unto others. 


6 Acts, ix. 36. | 
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Money in a miſer's cheſt is juſt as uſeleſs as in 
the bowels of the earth, or the bottom of the 
ſea; for all the good it doth is only while it 
is in circulation, and paſſing from one hand 
unto another, 


It therefore behoves them that are rich in 
this world,” to be rich in good works.—By 
doing good with his money, a man, as it were, 

ſtamps the image of God upon it, and makes 
it paſs current for the merchandiſe of heaven. 
Doubtleſs it was in the power of the ſu- 
preme Lord to have enriched all men alike, 
had it ſeemed meet unto him. But, on the 
contrary, he hath poſitively aſſured us, that 
* the” poor [ſhall never ceaſe out of the 
land ,“ fo that the rich may conſtantly have 
an opportunity of imitating God in his kind- 
_ neſs and berality, and the divine Saviour of 
the world in his compaſſion and ſympathy,— 
„The rich and the poor meet together, the 
Lord is the maker of them all f.“ By nature 
we are all kindred, ſprung from the ſame root, 
and cloſely connected with one another; but 
in relation to God every man is poor and 
needy, and muſt fill be in a begging ſitua- 


Deut. xv. 11 + Prov. xxii. 2. 
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tion. And it muſt greatly embolden us to go 
unto a throne of grace for a ſupply to all our 
wants, when we can hold ſuch language as 
this, * Lord, thou knoweſt that my heart 
and hand are open to the widow, the father- 
leſs, and thoſe that have none to help; let 
thine alſo be open unto me. I, who am 
evil, am enabled to give good things unto 
others; and I truſt in thy gracious promiſe, 
that thou wilt much more give of thy good 
things to me, and alſo to all thoſe who ſincerely 


alk them.“ 


4 : 


As to the manner in which we are to per- 
form theſe good aworks, the Apoſtle hath given 
us ſpecial directions. He enjoins © them that 
are rich in this world to be rich in good 
works.” And I can ſee nothing to hinder a 
man rich in eſtate to. be charitable and liberal, 
unleſs he is governed by the vileſt and moſt 
ſordid of paſſions. As there is a decent and 
becoming expenſe, that a man may lay out on 
himſelf and family, fo is there in his deeds of 
charity and mercy, The widow's "two mites 
would not have been an alms, but a mockery, 
and an inſult, had they come from the hand 
of a rich man.—But whatever. good we do, 

5 4 muſt 
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muſt be done readily, not. of neceſſity and 
conſtraint, but willingly; and proceed from a 
principle of piety towards God, of love to 
Chriſt, and benevolence to our brethren of 
mankind, attended with wiſdom and diſcern- 
ment when to do a good action to the beſt 


advantage, and to the benefit of as many as 


And for encouraging us to honour God 
with our ſubſtance, and comply with the 
charge given in the text, the Apoſtle aſſures 
us, That whatever is thus laid out, will be 
the moſt ſure and abiding part of our riches. 
“ Laying up in ſtore for yourſelves a good 
foundation againſt the time to come.” 


This readineſs to diſtribute, this willingneſs 
to communicate, to the wants and neceſſities 
of others, is © a ſcattering which tendeth to 
increaſe.” No duty whatever hath larger 
| promiſes made unto it than charity. For this 
thing, faith the inſpired oracles, The Lord 
thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all that thou 

doſt #.” © He hath diſperſed and given to 
the poor, therefore, © his horn ſhall be ex- 
alted with honour f. The liberal ſoul ſhall 
DDeut. xv. 18, + Pfal. cxii. 9. i 
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be made fat: and he that watereth ſhall be 
watered alſo himſelf *.” Yea, © God who is 
able 201 make all grace abound towards 
him f.“ His preſent tranquillity ſhall be ex- 
tended ; his ſervices accepted, and finally re- 
warded with an incorruptible inheritance in 
the heavenly Canaan.— Thus good works are 
bills of exchange which transfer our property 


into another country. What we ſpend in in- 


ſtructing the ignorant, in feeding the hungry 


and clothing the naked, is laid up in the bank 
of heaven, from which, when it will be of 
the greateſt advantage unto us, we ſhall re- 
ceive it with accumulated intereſt, What is 


there depoſited is laid up as ſure, andias un- 
moveable as the foundations of the everlaſting 
| hills, and can never be la, nor long remain 
unclaimed. 


This conſideration, That what is thus laid 


up is for our own ſole uſe and benefit, ſhould 


have great influence upon us; * Laying up 


for yourſelves,” ſaith the Apoſtle: Men com- 


monly lay up for others: their children, their 
heirs, and executers come. to poſſeſs all at 
laſh. But works of charity and compaſſion 


. Prov. xi. 25. + 2. Cor. ix. 8. 
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are done for a man's ſelf : he hath the com- 
fort of them here, and the reward hereafter. 


But obſerve, my brethren, That the bun- 
dation which we are ſaid to lay with our 
riches, is not a foundation by way of merit 
towards God, but by way of evidence in 
reſpect of ourſelves, as teſtimonies of our 
peace and reconciliation with God, and of 
our intereſt in the covenant of grace.— This 
foundation is not ſo much for the preſent, as 
. for © the time to come; not ſo much for this 
life, as for the life which is eternal, and for 
that unalterable ſtate which is beyond death 
and the grave, where none of our earthly 
glory ſhall follow us. All terreſtrial enjoy- 
ments ceaſe with the preſent life; all worldly 
honours leave us at the gates of the houſe 
appointed for all living; but good works will 
follow a man to heaven, and there enrich him 
through eternal ages. When the laſt general 
conflagration ſhall melt and deſtroy all the 
gold and riches in the world, our works of 
faith and labours of love will abide the fiery 
trial, will come up for a niemorial before 
the Lord,” and by him be = in ever- 


t remembrance.” 
80 


1 

But ſhould you aſk, Who are the proper 
objects whereon to exerciſe the works of cha- 
rity and mercy? I would briefly anſwer, All 
men, who require our help and aſſiſtance; 
eſpecially our ' countrymen and fellow-ſub- 
jects, our kindred, our friends and acquaint- 


ances, and particularly ſuch of them as © are 


of the houſehold of faith;“ for we ought 


above all things to pour our ointment on the 


feet of Chriſt.— Strangers alſo, and perſons 
deſtitute of the means of knowledge and ſub- 


ſiſtence; and even enemies themſelves: for it 
is a Goſpel precept, If thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink . In 


fine, all who are in miſery and diſtreſs, and 


to whom we may in any reſpect be ſervice- 


able, are, and ought to be, the objects of 
our charity and compaſſion. 

Here I cannot omit taking notice, how 
well the noble Inſtitution, for the benefit of 
which we are this day aſſembled, is calculated 
to anſwer the great ends of Charity and Bene- 
ficence.—In contributing to its ſupport, you 
_ ping with che Nr 8 8 84 in 
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4. text, and doing good in an eminent de- 
gree. Vou are extending the knowledge of 
& the nd, God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent, unto the moſt diſtant corners of 
our land. Vou are diffuſing the glad tidings 
' of ſalvation, through a Redeemer, among a 
people who have had but few opportunities 
of hearing the Goſpel's joyful found, and of 
f having the word of life preached unto them 


mn its- native purity and ſimplicity, unſophiſti- 


eated by dangerous errours, fooliſh ſuperſti- 
tions, and groſs abfurdities.—You are libe- 
rating the minds. of men from the worſt of 
chains, and the moſt galling fetters, and bring- 
ing them into that liberty wherewith Chriſt 

hath made his followers: free; cauſing light 
and life, joy and happineſs, to ſhine upon 
fouls hitherto in darkneſs, and in the region 
ang ſhadow at Ae * 


* ee this i —— you 
are doing ſervice to the moſt hopefal part of 
mankind ; I mean the young and riſing ge- 
neration, whom you are making uſeful citi- 
zens of the world, a comfort to their friends, 
and a real advantage to the ſtate; inſtead of 


"_ a burthen to Oy a owe to their re- 
Mi S T lations, 


( 3 9 

lations, and a diſgrace to their country.—Tt 
is a fact well known, That many of thoſe little 
Highlanders, who were accuſtomed to run on 
the heath- covered mountains, rude as a wild 
aſs's colt, from the inſtruction they have re- 


ceived in the ſchools of this Society, are no-. 


| perſons of the moſt reſpectable character, and 


making a 2 3 nan at home 


and abroad. 


In advancing the intereſt of this Society 
you are alſo comforting the afflicted, and re- 


lieving the diſtreſſed, ſome of whom have 
the ſtrongeſt claim upon your kindneſs. For 


among the helpleſs children, trained up to 
knowledge and uſefulneſs, by this chari- 
table Inſtitution, are doubtleſs ſome whoſe 
fathers, or near relations, have bled in the 
ſervice of their country, and bravely fallen in 


defence of our religion, our lives, our laws, 


"m_ liberties. 


a Every Briton, who hath read the annals of 
his country, knows how famed for enduring 
the moſt painful toils, and how renowned for 
valour, thoſe hardy ſons of the North are. 
Contented with little; intrepid, and emulous 
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of glory, they are reſolute to conquer or die 
in defence of their ſovereign, and the land of 
their nativity. But, alas! how inadequately 
have their ſervices been requited :—Their 
widows left to ſtarve through want, and their 
children to periſh for lack of knowledge ! 


In order to make the condition of thoſe 
diſtant, and too much neglected, people ſome- 
what more comfortable, and themſelves more 
uſeful in the world, this Society was formed, 
in the beginning of the preſent century, and 
ſoon after incorporated by Royal Charter“. 
And although its benign influence doth not 
extend to the temporal ſupport of the widow 
and the fatherleſs, yet to them it is of the 
greateſt utility in bringing up their youth in re- 
ligious knowledge, in uſeful learning, in agri- 
culture, and mechanical employments, by 
which they are enabled to live, and bring up 
families, with comfort to themſelves, and ad- 
vantage to the kingdom at large. — By the 
bleſſing of Heaven, from a ſmall beginning, 
this Society hath grown and increaſed into a 
. multitude. Much _ bath it done 


| in de year 170g. 


| rn 
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amongſt the once barbarous, and even now but 
rude, inhabitants of the northern parts of this 
Iſland; and much ſtill remains to be done.— 
Many dark minds hath it enlightened; and, 
we truſt, many ſouls ! dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins,” hath it been the means of quickening 
and animating with ſpiritual life. Many dan- 
gerous errours hath it corrected; - many ab- 
' furd, ridiculous, and impious ſuperſtitions 
hath it combated and overcome ;j—and yet 
the light of the Goſpel hath not arrived at 
its meridian brightneſs in theſe corners of 
the kingdom. Nevertheleſs, we have the 
pleaſing proſpect before us that it is advancing 
nearer and nearer to the perfect day. 


— 


In regard to the preſent ſtate of this moſt 
excellent Charity I ſhall ſay nothing at this 
time, as no official account has come to 
our hand, ſince the laſt anniverſary ſermon 
preached in this place was publiſhed; in 
Which our reverend and worthy brother * 
' hath given the moſt accurate and ample in- 
formation. I ſhall only obſerve, That in May 
_ laſt there were near Three hundred ſchools ſup- 
Ported»by the Society, containing upwards of 
1285 Mr. Smith of Camberwell. + . Viz. 1790. 

5 | TEN 


(3 ) 
TEN THovsAND children of both ſexes, 
What a goodly number, my brethren !/\—What 
| Society of the kind in the whole world fo 
extenſive? Ten thouſand Innocents reſcued 
from barbariſm and ignorance;—trained up 
for civilized and domeſtick life ;—inftruted 
in the knowledge of God and divine things, 
according to the true principles of our holy 
reformed 'Religion ;—taught loyalty to their 
king, —ſubmiſfion to the laws of their coun- 
try,—a due reſpect for their ſuperiors,—a love 
for virtue, habits of order and induſtry,— 
and, above all, the way to heaven, to im- 
wortal glory, and endleſs felicity ! — What 
heart ſo void of feeling as not to be affected 


with the happy change that hath already taken, : 


and is now taking place, in thoſe dreary re- 
gions, where formerly religion was but little 
known, and the obligations of morality but 
Ettle felt here the moſt cruel oppreſſion, 
the moſt lawleſs tyranny, with the moſt ſer- 
vile ſubmiſſion and flaviſh dependence reign- 
ed ;—where rapine, bloodſhed, and other 
enormous crimes occaſioned by the brutal 
feuds of deſpotick Chieftains and their bar- 
barous Ofans, were daily perpetr ated —By 


means of the Society's ſchools, and ſome 
+ other 


( 39 ) 


| ather contingent cauſes, thoſe very people 
now begin to thirſt after knowledge, to feel 


the ſweets of liberty, to know their natural 
rights as men and rational beings now they 
ſet about cultivating the arts neceſſary for the 
comfort and conveniency of life ;—and a taſte - 
for general improvement is ſpreading: among 


them !—Now © the wilderneſs and the ſoli- 


tary place are glad for them; the deſert doth 
rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe.—They ſee the 


glory of the Lord, and the Cans of our 
G od * ” 


What friend to Religion, what b 180 whe 


defires to ſee the boundaries of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom extended, and the happineſs of man- 
kind promoted, can refuſe his aid in ſupport- 
ing this noble, I had almoſt ſaid dzvine In- 
ſtitution? Ten thouſand children bred up in 
the knowledge of Chriſt, taught to read and 
underſtand the oracles of heaven,—prepared 
to act with propriety and credit in the dif- 
ferent ſituations of common life !—What' a 
plentiful harveſt! — As the labour thereof is 
great, may the Lord of the harveſt,” from 
time to time, © ſend forth labourers into his 


a - 


# Iſa. xxxv. 1, 2. 8 ha 
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( 49 ) 
harveſt *:” — Let each of us this day, every 


one in his own ſphere, do what we can to 
ſtrengthen the hands of the Guardians and 


Conductors of this Society, and to help for- 
ward the good work in which they are en- 
gaged ; and which they have hitherto carried 
on with. ſo much honour to themſelves, and 


profit to the riſing generation under their 


tuition and care. Let © the rich in this world, 
be rich in good works,” and ready to aid 
them with their riches: let the Noble and the 
Great aſſiſt them with their power, their in- 


fluence, and example: and let thoſe who have 


nothing elſe to give, contribute their prayers 
and earneſt wilhes for ſucceſs to their labours 
of piety and love.—Remember, my honoured 


and worthy friends, that when you are promot- 
ing the ends, and adyancing the intereſt of this 
moſt excellent Inſtitution, you are both obeying 


the commands of your divine Maſter, and fol- 
lowing the worthy example of your gracious 
Sovereign, the father of his people, and the 
beſt of princes, who annually contributes Orc 


thouſand pounds for that purpoſe. And, what 


is of the utmoſt nee, you are ad- 


* Lake K. . | 
vancing 


** 


2 * 
* 
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(4 ) : 
vancing the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt in 
the world, and haſtening on that happy time, 
when men ſhall be bleſſed in him; and all 
nations ſhall call him bleſſed . 


I am very ſenſible that I have already treſpaſſ- 
ed on your time, and, I fear, on your patience 
alſo; I ſhall therefore conclude. our preſent 
exerciſe with juſt mentioning a motive or two, 
dy way of exciting you to practiſe the vir- 
tues of charity and beneficence, ſo ſtrongly 
recommended by the Apoſtle in the text. 
And, C1372 BG ee 


+a Let me propoſe the example of God 


himfelf, who requires that his rational and 
Intelligent creatures ſhould imitate him in his 
acts of mercy and kindneſs. * The Lord is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works F:“ Yea, the earth is full of his 
goodneſs, Slow to anger, and full of com- 
paſſion, he is averſe to puniſh, but waiteth, 
to. be gracious; and hath choſen mercy and 
goodneſs above all things whereby to make 
his name known unto the ſons of men,—All 
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the bleſſings and comforts we enjoy come from 
his kind and bountiful hand, who © giveth 
liberally to all, and upbraideth not “. How 
inconceivably great the riches of his mercy, in 
freely and voluntarily giving his own dearly 
beloved Son to die for our ſalvation, - his Holy 
Spirit to guide and ſanctify us, —his love to 
cheriſh, his grace to, ſupport and ſtrengthen, 
and his glory to. beautify and adorn us! All is 
from him; and we are only his ſtewards, who 
have the wealth of this world given us that we 
may lay it out with propriety upon his family, 
according as every one's circumſtances require. 
We have the cuſtody, but the comfort be- 
longeth unto; others. Let us be faithful in his 
houſe, and give to every one; his portion in 
due ſeaſon, ſo that we may rally meet with 


mae. #141 Bas 


2, Let me ſet before you ls ls amine 
of the Anthor and Finiſher of 'our faith, who 
always went about doing good. —As the Son 
of David, 'it was Chriſt's office to ſhew mercy, 
and perform acts of benigrüty. All his mi- 
tables were works of mercy, and all his actions 
labours of love. And though now exalted 
unto the higheſt glory and honour, he is not 


_— * James, 1. 5. . 
2 unmindful 


(8 J 
unmindful of his poor members on earth, but 


counteth whatever is done for them as done 


for himſelf. Yea, ſo great is the connection 
between his mercy and ours, that when we 
withhold the one, we forfeit the other. Beſides, 
the argument from his mercy to ours hath a 
double weight, when we conſider that his was 
to enemies, ours to friends; his to debtors, 
ours to brethren and fellow-ſervants. — His 


grace was all free and voluntary to us; ours 


a debt that we juſtly owe to mankind. — Flis 
bounty was given to us in talents; ours to 
others in pence. His gift maketh us truly and 
eternally rich; ours leaveth our neighbour 
ſtill pots Ele was given in blood; ours in 


bread. If we live by, and rejoice in, che mefcy | 


now manifeſted unto us, and muſt finally be 
faved through the mercy we yet expect, ſhall 
ſo much ſhine upon us, and we reflect none 
upon a poor brother? Shall the waters of life 

run plentifully from Chriſt unto us, there to 


be loſt and corrupted, like thoſe of Jordan in 


the dead ſea? As the ſun ſhines, and the 
rain falls, on the earth, to render it fruitful, 
ſo ſhould the mercies of God be as the dew 
and the heat to the ſouls of men, enriching 


| et and cauſing them to bring forth abun- 
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dagtly to the benefit of others. Chriſt is the 
fountain from which all our mercies flow; rich 
men are the conduit, and poor men the veſſels 
which are thence and thereby ſupplied. Re- 
member, my brethren, that even a cup of cold 
water given to a diſciple, in the name of 
Chxiſt, ſhall not be forgotten of him, nor the 
ON loſe his reward. 


Zaly, tr, motive to excite us to do 
good and to communicate, is the reſþe# and 
5 regard: we owe to ourſelves, —All men have 
8 the ſame nature. The affairs of this world 
are fluctuating and unſtable. We may require 
the ſame merey and compaſſion which others 
now require of us: and the more ready we 
are to aſſiſt our brethren in diſtreſs, the more 
ready will they be to relieve us in our dith- 

culties. Beſides, it is an honour conferred 
upon us, when God makes us the inſtruments 
of doing good: for © it is more bleſſed to 
give than to receive Fo - 


4tby, — we are to do good from a regard 

to owr/elves, fo are we likewiſe from a regard 

to our neighbour, to whom we owe a debt of 
Matt. x. 24. Acts, xx. 35 

| 8 charity, 


.»* 
charity, as well as of juſtice. To diſcharge 1 
this, we are bound, both as he 1 is the. image of # 
God, and the image of ourſelves. * He that x 
loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is 1 
begotten of him *. —* Did not he that made 7 
us in the womb, make him? And did not ons 4 
faſhion us in the womb f? When therefore 1 


we turn away from a poor brother, we hide 
ourſelves from our own fleſh. | 


— 7 
. 
* . 


* — 


ILaqſlly, 100 your cine as Citizets of 

London, and inhabitants of the metropolis of 
the Britiſh empire, ſo much famed for genes 
voſity, and ſo renowned through the world .  _ Mi 
for the number and the magnificence of your N 
charitable Inſtitutions, excite you this day to || 
act like yourſelves, in ſupporting and encou- = 
; 
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raging this truly excellent Charity, which hath n 
contributed to the happineſs of many; and 1 i 
which, I truſt, will promote the temporal and [- 
eternal felicity of generations yet unborn,— 1 
Perſevere in doing good: yea, ſtudy to * in- Fi 
creaſe more and more; that from your 1 
ſupreme Lord you may receive the ſame 71 
honourable teſtimony which the church of Il 
Thyatira did, I know "A works, and cha- | {1 

1. John, v. 1. + Job, xxxi. 15. | OY N | 


rity, 


„ — — — 


(W } | 
rity, and ſervice, and faith, and thy patience, 
and thy works ; and the laſt to be more than 
the firſt . —“ Be not weary in well doing, 
for in due ſeaſon; ye ſhall reap if ye faint not.” 


2 Look to yourſelves that ye loſe not of thoſe 


things that ye have wrought; but that ye re- 
.ceive a full reward. And if thou draw out 
thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the af- 

flicted ſoul ; then ſhall thy light riſe in ob- 
ſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as the noon-day. 
And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and 
fatisfy thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy 

bones: and thou ſhalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a ſpring of water whoſe wa- 


ap fail not ale 


1 Be not high minded my brethren, nor 
truſt in uncertain riches; but lay them out 
to the greateſt advantage. Lou have the 
example of God himſelf, who calls you to be 
merciful as he is merciful; you have that of 
the compaſſionate Saviour of ſinners, who 
hath promiſed to repay in “good meaſure, 

preſſed down and ſhaken together, running 
over into your boſoms 2, to excite and en- 
* vo to pious and charitable deeds.— 


# Rev. i. 19. + Ifa. lviii. 10,11, f Luke, vi. 38. 


( 47 ) 

If therefore you love God, imitate his ex- 
ample;—if you love your divine Redeemer, 
do what he hath commanded you ;—1t you 
love your brother, refreſh his bowels in the 
Lord ;—1t you love yourſelves, provide for fu- 
turity ;—and if you love your riches, employ 
them in laying © a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that you may lay hold on 
eternal life.” Amen. 
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(49) 
London, 15th April, 1791. 
PHE Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands 
and Iſlands, and their Correſpondent Board 
in London, beg leave to preſent their moſt 
grateful acknowledgments to the numerous 
and munificent Friends of this Inſtitution in 
the Metropolis, and to ſolicit the continuance 
of their Support. 1 


It is pleaſing to reflect on being engaged 
in a good cauſe, and the ſatisfaction is greatly. 
increaſed if that cauſe is found to proſper. 
The Society, conſcious of the merit and im- 


portance of their Undertaking, exults to think 
that Heaven has ſmiled, and is ſmiling upon 
it; and the joy which they feel individually, 
and as a Society, they wiſh to communicate. 


New ſources are daily opening to them in 


the bounty of the living, and the bequeſts of 


the departed. Their ſphere of uſefulneſs is 


thereby daily enlarged, and they are confident 


to aſſert, that the opportunity and means of ex- 
aa their eſtabliſhment are not neglected. 


H „ 


2 ps ee 
wy 6 


** 
: * 
W 9 k 1 28 r 4 n L 2 8 E ” 2. 2 - - " n - 
Grit x* 8 r Ny 4. . 22 . N n 8 t 
NS; 2 x 5 ed? da « , . N. > . — vo "* — r * 38 1 Vs PRE * 4 As 
OEY > * = at " * - : L r a 


_ — 22842 = * * 
— CO I NES — — 


' ; _ 
> 4a PIC e + wh 0 w—_ '. 
APR OE : n 2 
= a FTI — AS — — 


rr SEE < 


> 5. "I 


a. hh 3 2 * wo; = * my ' 9 


rr r ne en owunroayw wu pr rc 
* 


n 


. 22 £ 3 
2 _ x * 14 
— 5 r 8 PAY 


MY Mics NY adi 27.216 tons ot 7 * 


: > ” * — 7 bo. . 
LR ds Be ID, a eh 5-4 oY a OFT I 


SIS » 


— Tru GPS "ami IT, 


ARS 


by 
1" 
o 
4 
1 
7 
o 
. 


(6k 

It will, no doubt, be acceptable to the 
Friends of Religion, Humanity, and their 
Country, to be furniſhed with ſome parti- 
_ culars reſpecting the more recent increaſe of 
the Funds of the Society, and the correſpond- 
ing extenſton of their plan. The colleQions 
made at theſe meetings in London, which 
ſome years ago produced almoſt nothing, 
within the laſt three years amounted to almoſt 
1000 I. Within the ſame period, a Donation 
has been received from Lord Van Vryhouven, 
of 5001. Four per Cent. Bank Annuities. The 
late Lady Viſcounteſs Glenorchy bequeathed a 


Legacy of 50001. The late Earl of Hyndford 


a Legacy of 1001. Miſs Gibſon, of Durie, a 


Legacy of 501. Mrs. Douglas, of Burnhouſes, 
a Legacy of 50 l. The Rev. Mr. Thomſon, late 


Miniſter of St. Ninians, a Legacy of 100 l. all 
- which have been received. The late Lady Dow- 
ager Grant, of Monymuſk, a Legacy of 5001. 
Which is in train of payment A benevo- 

lent Lady, of the City of Edinburgh, who 

deſires that her name may be concealed, has 

lately made a Donation to the Society of 500 l. 


on condition of their conſtantly maintaining 


a School in that Metropolis, for the Educa- 
tion of poor Children. This has been thank- 
| fully 


* ——— | WIE «© AT. FTY 


„ 


fully received, and the condition with pleaſure 
acceded to, as perfectly congenial to the de- 


ſign of the Society. Intelligence has been 
lately received of a princely Donation, but 
the particulars are not yet ready Aar com- 
munication. 


( 


"The number of Schools upon the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Society, for the. Education of 
Children in Reading, Writing, and. the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, are now increaſed to 
almoſt Three Hundred, and the average num- 
ber of Children educated in them to Ten 
Thouſand Five Hundred. Their Schools for 
the Education of Female Children, in various 
branches of uſeful induſtry, amount to Forty- 
eight; and the Children thus educated to 
Sixteen Pandred. 


Such are the growing reſources of the 
Society, and ſuch the application of them. 


They have only farther to ſuggeſt, that the 


field which their plan embraces is far, very 
far, from being completely occupied. Re- 
. gions of 'ignorance and barbariſm yet unex- 
plored, uncultivated, are continually opening 
to view, and appeal to your humanity, com- 

5 H 2 _ paſſion, 


5& } 


 _ *.. , paſſion, and patriotiſm. And the record of 
* 8 this day, it is hoped, will demonſtrate that 
' this appeal was not made in vain to proſper- 
ous North-Britous, reaping the fruits of their 
talents and induſtry in the genial climes of the 
South; nor to the generous Engliſh, who have 
now nobly riſen above national diſtinction, 
and diſcovered a glorious diſpoſition to relieve 
diſtreſs, 1 reward merit, wherever they 

find them. 


AN 


ALPHABETICAL LIST 
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SUBSCRIBERS and other CONTRIBUTORS 
in LONDON and the Neighbourhood, 


| | To THE 
' SOCIETY in SCOTLAND, 


For propagating CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 
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Steward, are marked *, 
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Grant Capt. William, Bets-ſtreet, St. George's 
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Hodgſon Miſs Mary, Peckham _ 
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Hunter Henry D, D. Secretary, Bethnal-green 
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Hunter Mrs. ditto 
Hunter Henry, jun, ditto | 
Hunter John, ditto 


» | J ack 


1 
I 


Jack James, Paternoſter-row 


'+ Jacomb Rev. Robert, Wellingborough, 


Northamptonſhire 


Jacque James, Charlotte-ſtreet, Portland 


Chapel 


＋ Jennings Nathaniel, Highbury- place, Iſlington 
* Jerdein Charles, Upper Eaſt Smithfield 
Jerdein Michael, ditto 
Ingram John, Brighthelmſtane 
Ingram Mrs. ditto 
Ingram Robert, Billiter-ſquare 
Ingram Hugh, ditto 75 
Johnſon Joſeph, St. Paul's Church- yard 
Johnſton | „M. D. Kew 
Johnſton James, Strand 
Jones David 
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Keates Peter, Goſwell- ſtreet 
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t Kippis Rey. Andrew D. D. Crown-ftreet, 

Weſtminſter x 
Knox David, Cooper' oN, Tower-hill 


2 


I 2 | Leven 


M . — — — ng 6 n * — 
26k wes 222 a ine , - A Ss ao 7 n . Sri NC 
* * n IRS . 1 as. — . 8 * —— ho,” — — e LICE, ” ws = La IF. 
| \ — Ge 4 \ 8 wats Coy oe, 2 — A * 4.4 * WH — . — pt — 
p . . . 3 — — 4 — — SEO = 
- — — ——— — o - - N : * 


» 8 — 
8 . * 
P 


: — x 
. wo Init ne Dig PL} 
. N - 


-( 6+) 


| L 
ES, Leven and Melvill the Earl of, Preſident of 
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© Mackintoſh Robert, Edinburgh 
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Macleod Patrick, Bread-ſtreet 
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LIST of STEWARDS 
For the next Anniversary FESTIVAL. 


Geo. Melvin LeſlieEſq. | 


The Earl of Errol 
Right Hon. Henry Henry Thornton Eſq. 
Dundas M. P. ME 
Sir Gilbert Elliot Bart. _ om Wilberforce 
M. P. Eſq. M. P. | 
James Duff Eſq. Charles Grant Eſq. 


John Grieve M. D. James Jacque Eſq. 
James Haſtie Eſq. Robert Stodard Eſq. 
Monkhouſe Tate Eſq. Geo. Theakſton Eſq. 


N. B. If there be any miſtakes or omiſſions 
in the preceding Liſts, on notice being ſent to 


the Secretary, they ſhall be corrected 1 in the next 
publication. 5 


